INFORMATION FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL COLOR GUARD

Please understand that by joining this team, you are making a commitment to bring your best self forward, attend each practice, and perform with all your heart.  Everyone within this group will be counting on you to participate to your best ability and have fun with this group.  
***GRADES ARE IMPORTANT***

School comes first and your grades will need to stay above a C- average per quarter.  Your grades will be checked per quarter and if your grades drop below a C- in any subject, you will be suspended until your grade(s) have been brought up the following quarter.

***DISCIPLINE***

It will be necessary that everyone try to get along and keep the drama out of practice.  We will be working toward a goal during each practice.  I also want to keep it fun.  If a member can not get along with others and they have been warned about their behavior, a demerit will be issued.  The demerit system has been something I have used with the High School Color Guard and never have had a problem with it.  A disciplinary sheet will be signed by each member and parent understanding what is expected of the student and what the consequence is if they do not follow the rules.  A member is only allowed 3 demerits which will results in a suspension from the team.  Please note parents that if your member is suspended from the team for behavior or non-notified missed practices, then a refund will not be issued to you.  
***PRACTICES***

Practices will be held twice a month for 2 hours each.  These practices will always be in the evening at the school.   I will try to keep the practices on the same day.  Example:  If Tuesday will work for everyone that every other Tuesday we will have practice unless it is a holiday.  It will be required that you attend all practices.  Roll call will be taken at each practice.  There will be exceptions to miss a practice if you are ill (not at school), or have another important obligation.  The coach will have to be notified of what is taking place and approve that practice is being missed.  If the coach is not notified that you will be missing practice, a demerit will be issued.  Please have your member wear comfortable clothing to practice and proper footwear.  They need to be able to move.  NO TIGHT CLOTHING!!  
***COMMUNICATION***

Communication between the members and I will be very important.   Communication between the parents and I are very important.  Please feel free to contact me anytime if you have a question about anything.  The parents are welcome to stay and watch the practices as well.  The students will enjoy the support.

Another way to communicate will be the use of the color guard website.  I will post a section for Middle School on there with dates and other important information.  There is a contact us section that you can send information or questions on and it goes straight to my email as well. Website:  www.mbcolorguard.weebly.com
***REGRISTRATION FEE***

There is a $75.00 registration fee for everyone joining the group.  This fee will cover their uniform and the cost of coaching.  This fee can be paid through payment from the parent or through the fundraiser.  If you are using the fundraiser to pay your fee, then the goal amount you are to sell will be more to cover the fee and to help with the cost of equipment.  If you do not reach your goal on the fundraiser, you will be expected to pay the difference out of pocket.  Please understand that by using the fundraiser to pay your fee that the goal of a fundraiser is to apply as much money toward the group for the cost of equipment not to only pay for your fee.
***UNIFORMS***

Uniforms will consist of black pants and a top.  I will never dress my members in anything inappropriate and will always think of how the uniform will fit everyone.  They will be barefoot through their performance.  It is very normal to see other Winter Guards going barefoot during their performances. 

***PERFORMANCES***

The Middle School Color Guard will participate in MCCGA.  MCCGA is an organization that is within our region and the High School also participates in it during Winter Guard.  Winter Guard takes place in the winter and competitions will begin in late January and ending in late March.  I will pick 2 dates that our Middle School Color Guard will participate for COMMENTS ONLY!  By going to these events will allow the members to become more familiar with how color guard plays a role as a sport and also watch other color guards.

Before our first performance at a MCCGA event, I will set up a half-time performance at a high school basketball game to get the members in front of an audience.  This will give them the chance to show what they have worked so hard on for months.  A performance at an Elementary Character Trait assembly will also be a possibility.
***GUARD GEAR***

A T-shirt and Jacket order form will be offered in the fall to anyone to would like one.  This will be at the member’s cost.  I would prefer that everyone purchase at least a t-shirt if they can for the members to wear after competitions.
***FUNDRAISERS***

A fundraiser will be held in July.  It will be required that everyone participate in this for it be successful.  Everyone will be required to sell a goal amount.  This goal amount will go toward flags for the show, poles, and other equipment.  

***WHAT PRACTICES WILL CONSIST OF***

*Practices will start in July  

(You will be notified when it is determined)
*July and August Practices will consist of learning basic moves, movements, tosses and dance.

*Starting in September, they will start to learn their routine and will continue to work on that until it is completed.

*Once the routine is learned, we will continue to go back to the beginning and work on cleaning the routine to make it the best for the judges.

*The week of our competitions, we will meet 2 times that week to get ready for the judges.  

***CONTACT INFORMATION***

Kim Privat (Coach)

Cell Phone:  816-267-4007

Texting is fine also.  Please identify yourselves in the text please.

Email:  kprivat@midbuchanan.k12.mo.us

